A CHRI STMAS WEDDI NG

An original screenplay

by Loui se Ceraghty

FI RST FI FTEEN PACES

© Loui se Ceraghty

Loui se Ceraghty
E: witer@creenl oui se. com
T: +353 87 665 2691

Pet er MacFarl ane
E: Peter @macf arl ane-chard. co. uk
T. +44 (0)20 7636 7750



EXT. DUBLI N DOCKLANDS FI NANCI AL AREA - DAY
CAPTI ON:  DUBLI N, | RELAND

The gl ass and steel structures of comrerce. Be-suited
wor kers streamtowards the start of their day, past a giant
out door Christmas tree.

In the mdst of this flow of very twenty-first century
humanity, a classical fairy-tale PRINCE, in tights and
tunic, bows sweepingly before a PRINCESS, in ballgown and
cone hat wwth a stream ng veil

The Princess curtsies to the Prince, who kneels before her
and gallantly presents her with a scoop of ice-creamfrom
a garish tub of Kingdom I ce-Cream

A PHOTOGRAPHER circles the pair, ad-Iibbing encouragenent
while two young fermal e MODELS in | eggi ngs, branded t-shirts
and Santa hats hand out tiny tubs of the sane ice-cream

Al SLI NG SHERI DAN (30), in a canel coat and surely
unconfortabl e high-heels, pauses to |ook at the Prince and
Princess. She smles the smle of soneone living this very
dream A Model offers her a tub of ice-creambut she
declines, smling, and goes on her way.

Behi nd her the Prince accidentally drops a | arge bl ob of
ice-creamon the Princess's gown. Aghast and furious, she
scoops it up with her hand and fires it back at him

The Prince loses it and throws the ice-creamtub on the
ground, shouting at the Princess who starts slap-hitting
hi m whi |l e the phot ographer tries to break it up.

ol ivious, Aisling keeps going and enters the revol ving
doors of one of the glass and steel buildings. A plaque on
the wall reads "WIIlianms & Jacob | nvestnent Managers".

I NT. WLLIAMS & JACOB LOBBY - DAY

An expanse of cool marble and glass with a Reception Desk
and designer seating. Two PEOPLE are dressing a |arge
Christmas tree by the window. Aisling crosses the |obby
and waves a greeting to the Receptionist. She gets to the
lifts and enters an open one. The doors cl ose.

TI TLE CARD, WEDDI NG | NVI TATI ON STYLE:
El GHTEEN DAYS TO WEDDI NG

| NT. W LLIAMS & JACOB CORRI DOR - DAY

The lift doors ping open and Aisling gets out.

| NT. Al SLING S OFFI CE - DAY

Aisling comes in to the busy but organized office. On the

desk is a framed picture of her with CARL (30), faces close
together, smling. Beside it is a postal box.



Al SLI NG
Ooh, deliveri es!

She picks up a scissors and starts opening the box. TARA
(31), a wonman who never net a business suit she couldn't
elevate with frills, appears at the door.

TARA
Hi . Saw your hill-wal ki ng pictures
on Facebook. Beautiful. No wonder
Carl always | ooks so fit.

Al SLI NG
Yeah, he | oves d endal ough. Is
that the new bl ouse? It's |ovely.

TARA
Oh, thanks. This nore weddi ng stuff?

Ai sling takes a eneral d-green paper cone out of the box,
enbel lished with the initials A and C

Al SLI NG
Silver snowfl ake confetti.

TARA
|s there anything nore romantic
than a Christmas wedding? It's
going to be so perfect. You
beautiful in your dress, and Carl
so handsone in his norning suit.

Al SLI NG
| know.

TARA
Wth those broad shoul ders..

Aisling sniffs the confetti cone.

Al SLI NG
And it's very slightly |avender
scent ed.

TARA

Isn't that Carl's favourite fl ower?
| Iove that he has a favourite

fl ower!
Al SLI NG
Me too.
TARA
So I was thinking of getting bl onde
hi ghl i ght s.
Al SLI NG

Bef ore the weddi ng? Absol utely
not !



TARA
Just a few

Al SLI NG
And what if it all goes wong and
t hey come out orange or green or
sonet hing? Tara you're a bridesnaid,
you have responsibilities! No
hi ghlights, no lowights, and no
changi ng that conditioner don't
like!

TARA
kay. . .

Ai sling sees FINBAR WLLIAMS (60), expensively suited,
pass the door.

Al SLI NG
Oh, Fi nbar!

She hurries out after him clutching the confetti cone.
| NT. WLLIAMS & JACOB CORRI DOR - DAY

Fi nbar doesn't slow until Aisling catches up with him

Al SLI NG
Fi nbar! Hi .

FI NBAR
Ai sl ing.

Al SLI NG

| just wondered if you got ny email?
| know John hasn't technically

left yet, but I'd really |love the
chance to join your team

Real i zing she's still holding the confetti cone, she quickly
hi des it behind her back.
FI NBAR
Wrd travels very fast.
Al SLI NG
Vell 1've been watching for an

opportunity like this.

FI NBAR
Hm | was talking to your future
father-in-law at the weekend.

Al SLI NG
Killian?

FI NBAR
How many future father-in-laws do
you have?



Al SLI NG
Just that one.

FI NBAR
You're marrying into royalty there.
Killian Corcoran is one of the
nost connected people in the
country.

Al SLI NG

H s son isn't too bad either.
Fi nbar grunts a | augh

FI NBAR
Let's talk in the New Year, after
you get back from your honeynoon.

Al SLI NG
Yes, great, thanks.

Fi nbar wal ks off. Aisling punches the air in front of her
and silver confetti lurches out of the paper cone she'd
forgotten she was hol ding. She | ooks down at the ness.

Al SLI NG ( CONT' D)
Oh, it's perfect.

| NT. GASTRO- PUB - DAY

The bustling gastro-pub is decorated in soothing shades of
grey, with leafy Christmas enbellishnments. Aisling sits at
a table with DARI NA SHERI DAN (32), dressed in her signature
tailored trouser suit. Both eat their artisan |lunches from
sl at es.

DARI NA
No changi ng her conditioner before
t he weddi ng.
(a Beat)

Do you want ny opinion as a sister,
as a lawyer or as soneone who
wat ches too nmuch reality tel evision?

Al SLI NG
Er, sister.

DARI NA
Bridezill a.

Al SLI NG
Okay | awyer.

DARI NA
Bridezill a.

Al SLI NG

Sonmeone who wat ches too nmuch reality
tel evi si on.



DARI NA
Total ly reasonabl e.

Al SLI NG
Thank- you.

DARI NA
So | broke up with El eanor.

Al SLI NG
Ohhh. Well, you gave it the ful
two weeks.

DARI NA
Hey, | was very upset.

Al SLI NG
Sorry. But two weeks is kind of
your maxi mum rel ationship duration,
it was hardly unexpect ed.

DARI NA
Ah, if | wanted a |long relationship
|'"d get a cat. O a real house-
plant. | like a bit of a change.

Al SLI NG
Well you grew up in the right
famly, noving house every year

DARI NA
New school s.

Al SLI NG
New fri ends.

DARI NA
New girlfriends!

Al SLI NG
Ch cone on, shiny new toys one
nmont h and no heating the next?

DARI NA
Well | don't mss the no heating.

Al SLI NG
My kids are going to go to one
school their whole lives and they're
al ways going to know there'll be
heati ng.

DARI NA
No sl eeping wwth coats on the bed
for them

Al SLI NG
And maxi num one house nove.



DARI NA
| f they get | ost on the way hone
fromschool, it'Il be because they
have a concussi on!

Al SLI NG
Not because their address changes
too often of themto keep track
of .

DARI NA
Those kids are going to |lead a
life of conplete predictability,
godanm t .

Al SLI NG
And by god they're going to | ove
it.

DARI NA
Luckily they'll have their Auntie
Darina to bring a bit of wld
variety into their |ives.

Al SLI NG
And luckily their Auntie Darina
wi Il have Carl and nyself to | ook
after her in her old age.

DARI NA
That is the plan.

They toast.

Al SLI NG
Oh, Carl wants nme to cone straight
home toni ght for sonething

i nportant.
DARI NA
Hrmm mat ching cenetery plots?
Al SLI NG
Actually.... he told ne his father

gave his nother a bracel et just
before their weddi ng.

DARI NA
A dragon bracel et?

Ai sling | aughs.

Al SLI NG
Still, it's romantic. And
traditional. And personal. 1'l]
| ove it.



7.
| NT. Al SLI NG AND CARL' S APARTMENT LI VI NG ROOM - EVEN NG
The roomis tastefully decorated with an eye for detail in
shades of grey and paler grey, with a white Christmas tree
sporting silver decorations. The front door sl ans.

CARL
Ai sl ing?

Carl, tastefully suited, conmes in carrying a briefcase and
a bunch of flowers. He | ooks nervous.

SERI ES OF CUTS:

Carl drops the flowers into a vase on the dining table.
uncorks a bottle of red w ne.

noves the vase of flowers to the coffee table.

pours two gl asses of red w ne.

reclines on the carefully arranged throw cushi ons.
sits at the table, |egs casually crossed.

takes a rather large drink of his glass of w ne.

reclines in a different position on the throw cushions.

t & & & F & F F

tops up his glass to the sane | evel as the other one.
The front door slanms and he leaps to his feet.

Al SLI NG
(of f)
Carl ?

Carl picks up both glasses of wine and takes one |ast gulp
of his own. He smles fixedly. Aisling cones in.

Al SLI NG ( CONT' D)
Hi !

She kisses himlightly. Carl thrusts a w neglass at her.

CARL
| | ove you.

Al SLI NG
| | ove you too.

She clinks her w negl ass against his.

Al SLI NG ( CONT' D)
Is this the red we got in Bordeaux?

CARL
Yeah, | ast bottle.



Al SLI NG
Well we'll have to go back again
next year and get nore. Oh the
confetti cane today. And the cones
are the exact colours of--

CARL
--the groonsnen's wai stcoats and- -
Al SLI NG
--the bridesmaid's outfits, yeah
They' re- -
CARL

--perfect. Let's sit down.

They sit on the couch. She smles and picks a thread off
his sl eeve. He takes her hand.

CARL (CONT' D)
Look at us, on the verge of a huge
new chapter.

Al SLI NG
| know.

CARL
You're the best thing that's ever
happened to ne, Aisling.

Al SLI NG
AWWWY.

He takes a slug of his w ne.

CARL
Getting married is one of life's
great mlestones. Isn't it? | nean,
commtting to a life together. Dad
jeans and visits to garden centres
and a social life that revol ves
around gol f club dinners.

Aisling's smle falters. Carl is getting visibly worked up
now.

CARL (CONT' D)
And for you! O course you'll be a
Yurmy Mumry, after you | ose the
baby wei ght, but you'll be too
exhausted to have sex even though
we go to bed at nine every night.

Al SLI NG
Carl what's going on? W' re not
even going to have our first baby
until --



CARL
| want to press pause!
Al SLI NG
Pause?
CARL

Just one week, one week off this
weddi ng nmerry-go-round before we
take the biggest step of our |ives!

Al SLI NG
What ?

CARL
What' s one week apart in the face
of a possible lifetinme together?

Al SLI NG
Apart 2?2

Carl beans at her, a huge weight off his shoul ders.
Aisling's glass of wwne hits the floor and shatters.

| NT. DARI NA'S APARTMENT LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Darina's apartnment does not entertain grey or paler grey.
Aisling is face down on the red sofa, bawling her eyes
out. Darina, shocked, rubs her back. Aisling sits up.

Al SLI NG
My boss plays golf with Killian,
the whole office wll know
People'll stop tal king when | wal k

into aroom |'lIl be that person
everybody | aughs about behind their
back.

DARI NA

Carl won't tell anybody, especially
not his parents. He's a gobshite
but he's not an idiot.

Al SLI NG
Every day people ask ne how t he
weddi ng's com ng al ong. Wat' 1|
tell thenf? That | may or may not
be jilted, but if they conme back
inawek I'lIl be able to tel
them for sure?

DARI NA
Change the subject. Distract them
with a shoe conplinent. Everybody
| oves a good shoe conplinment.



10.

Al SLI NG
"1l be the jilted bride for the
rest of ny life. And if | don't
tell them if | wait a week, then
"1l be the jilted bride who was
so stupid it took her a week to
realise she was jilted. At
Christmas! For the rest of ny life!

DARI NA
Stoppit! First of all, everything
wll be fine. Because Carl barely
has enough i magi nation to get cold
feet, he certainly doesn't have
enough to call off a wedding.

Al SLI NG
Hey, that's ny fian..
(gives it up)
Do you really think so?

DARI NA
Yes. And you're not going to have
to tell anybody anything. Because
you're going to take the week off
with... gastroenteritis.

Al SLI NG
Just hole up here for a week and
pretend to projectile vomt every
tinme the phone rings?

DARI NA
God no. W're getting on a plane
to the first place the internet
can spit out that has a bar.

Ai sling thinks about this.

Al SLI NG
Do you really think everything'l
be fine?

TI TLE CARD, WEDDI NG | NVI TATI ON STYLE:
SEVENTEEN DAYS TO WEDDI NG (I F THERE STILL 1S A VEDDI NG

EXT. SKY - DAY
A plane flies through an azure sky.

Al SLI NG
(over)
Maybe he does want to get married,
he just doesn't want to get married
to ne.



11.
EXT. | TALI AN Al RPORT - DAY

Darina and Aisling energe fromthe airport pulling wheelie
cases. Darina | ooks drained.

Al SLI NG
But we've been together for three
years, of course he's not going to
just throw that away.

EXT. RI VA DEL GARDA, | TALY, DAY
CAPTI ON: Rl VA DEL GARDA, | TALY

A beautiful Italian | andscape of tall hills sweeps down to
the town of Riva del Garda, set on the northern shore of
the crystal -cl ear Lake Garda.

Al SLI NG
(over)
But if he didn't | ove nme he'd have
let his nother drive us apart years
ago.

| NT. BAR, RI VA DEL GARDA - EVEN NG
Darina clunks her glass down on the tabl e neaningfully.

DARI NA
Ai sling. Have you ever heard of
t he Bechdel test?

The restaurant is decorated in wood and terrazzo. Aisling
and Darina sit at a table with a view of the | ake.

Al SLI NG
Em it's where a filmhas to have
two named fenal e characters who
have a conversati on about sonet hi ng
ot her than a man.

DARI NA
And is this holiday going to pass
t he Bechdel test?

Al SLI NG
Er...

DARI NA
Because | cannot spend seven days
tal king about a man. And if you
want to stay sane then neither can
you.

Al SLI NG
But he's the only reason |I'm even
here. There's a fifty percent chance
|'"ve been jilted!
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DARI NA
No! The word "jilted" is banned.
And so is the word "Carl" until we
get hone. If he needs a week away
fromyou then you' re going to take
a week away fromhim G ve ne your
engagenent ring.

Pouting, Aisling surrenders her ring.

DARI NA ( CONT' D)
And no texting.

Al SLI NG
l"mnot going to text himfirst!
And if | can't talk about a man
you can't tal k about a woman.

DARI NA
VWhat worman would | not tal k about?

Ai sling | ooks around and sees Darina's future HOLI DAY
G RLFRIEND (30s), attractive and al one at another table.

Al SLI NG
Maybe... that one over there.
DARI NA
Mmm But no, |I'mhere to support
you.
Al SLI NG
Ch go on.
DARI NA

Do you just want to sit here and
nmope by yoursel f?

Al SLI NG
Just for half an hour. Is it too
much to ask?

Dari na | ooks over at the wonan. She is attractive...

DARI NA
Ckay, but just half an hour.

She stands and goes over to the wonman. W can't hear what
they say but clearly she nmakes a good i npression.

Ai sling sighs again and runs her finger around the rim of
her glass. In front of her another identical, but full,
glass is placed on the table.

She | ooks up at LEO (33), attractive in a |aid-back, doesn't-
own-an-iron kind of way. He's al so, as we hear when he
speaks, English
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LEO
Sorry to disturb you, but a
gentl eman at the bar bought you
this drink.

Aisling | ooks over at the bar and sees a quite attractive
MAN in his early fifties sitting alone at the bar. He
catches her eye and salutes her with his gl ass.

Al SLI NG
That's very nice of him but no,
t hank- you.

LEO

Don't be so hasty. | happen to
know t he gentl eman in question and
he's sonet hing kind of speci al
once you get to know him

Al SLI NG
|'"'msure he is, but--

LEO
Real ly. He's thoughtful,
considerate, nusical, witty if you
count quoting from Monty Pyt hon
films.

Al SLI NG
Ch | love Monty Python, ny Dad's a
big fan, we used to watch them on
DVD all the tine.

LEO
See, you have so nuch in common!

Al SLI NG
Wel 1, one thing.

On the other side of the bar Darina gl ances over and sees
them She grins.

LEO
| bet there's nore. What's your
favourite food?

Al SLI NG
Chocol at e cake.

LEO
(di sappoi nt ed)
Ohhh. He's nore of a Thai street
food kind of guy, you know, he's a
bit nore travelled. But don't worry,
that's fine.

He picks up the drink sadly.
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Al SLI NG

No, I"'mtravelled! | was in

Thailand, and | |iked the food!
LEO

It's okay, don't worry about it.
Al SLI NG

Wait, ask nme anot her question.
LEO

Mm | don't know, | don't think

it's worth--
Al SLI NG

Music! | like lots of music. Nane

a kind of nusic and | like it.
LEO

Country and Western

A Beat .

Al SLI NG

Nanme anot her ki nd of nmusic.

Leo grins.

LEO

Jazz.
Al SLI NG

Love jazz. Louis Arnmstrong, Any
W nehouse, that guy who played the
t runpet.

Leo puts the glass back down on the table.

LEO
| think that's Louis Arnstrong
tw ce.

Al SLI NG

VWell he's very good.

LEO
Yes he is.

He grins and she grins back. Behind himat the bar, she
sees a WOMAN cone up to the man at the bar and kiss him
He puts his hand on her shoul der we see his wedding ring.

Al SLI NG
Ch ny god, he's nmarried! He's here
with his wife and he's sendi ng
drinks over to ne?



LEO
Oh no, he's not the man who bought
you the drink. | am

She | ooks at him O course.

LEO ( CONT' D)
Vell | had to think of some way to
start a conversation with you.
Al SLI NG
You had to?
LEO
O course.
Al SLI NG

Em .. (laughs). That's very
flattering, really, but I'm. |
nmean |'mnot, |'m..

LEO
Let me guess. Recent breakup?

Aisling freezes, her face crunples thinking about

LEO ( CONT' D)
That's okay, | understand. It was
nice to neet you

He smles and goes to wal k away, but stops.

LEO ( CONT' D)
|'"'m Leo by the way. You know, just
in case you see ne around and want
to call out "Hey, Leo". Because if
you call out "Hey, you" |ots of

people will ook around and it'l|
be enbarrassing. But if you cal
out "Hey, Leo" only I'll turn

around. Ch and there's also a dog
call ed Leo who hangs around a café
up by the church, but he'll turn
around for anyt hing.

Ai sling | aughs.
LEO ( CONT' D)
And what should | call out if I
see you around?
A Beat .

Al SLI NG
Ai sl ing.

LEO
Maybe see you around. Aisling.

it.

15.
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